


Passion.  Excitement. Community.  
Our 23rd season embodies each of these 
characteristics.  Every concert, every community 
event, every education program combine these 
core principles. If you are a fan, you know 
whenever the Gulf Coast Symphony takes the 
stage, we embark on an energetic journey of 
music-making. And, our success lies with our 
audiences knowing we play the music you love 
to hear!

We are honored to host one of the finest living 
violinists, Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg, for a rare 
appearance in Southwest Florida this January. A 
celebrity of the classical stage, she will lead the 
Gulf Coast Symphony from the concertmaster 
chair in a program featuring Vivaldi’s Four 
Seasons and Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 4.

In March we will join the national celebration 
of the 100th Birthday of Leonard Bernstein, the 
ambassador of American music in the 20th 
century. This program will be a retrospective 
look at his work from the stage to the screen, 
with selections from On The Town, West 
Side Story, On the Waterfront, Mass, Candide, 
Chichester Psalms, and more!

In February we continue our great American 
musical series with a new production of 
Oklahoma! on its 75th Anniversary.  It was the 
first collaboration between Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hammerstein, and the esteemed 
choreographer Agnes De Mille. It was the first 
musical to integrate song and ballet and one of 
the first “book musicals.” 

Also in February the Symphony will perform 
Swinging with the Symphony on the riverfront at 
the Edison & Ford Winter Estates. The program will 
bring to life the music of the ‘30s & ‘40s … music 
that Edison & Ford would have been listening.

May brings a new production of Puccini’s 
much loved opera, Tosca, with internationally 
renowned singers and a veteran artistic team.  
Our season also includes two Nutcracker 

performances with the Gulfshore Ballet, our 
Deck the Halls holiday concert, a tribute to the 
great Ella Fitzgerald; Rock On!: Music of the 70s 
& 80s; and the return of Ann Hampton Calloway 
with her Tony-nominated sister Liz, in a show of 
Broadway hits.

Throughout the year the symphony is dedicated 
to bring our community together through 
musical events. These community and 
educational programs are held year-round, 
throughout the entire Southwest Florida region, 
and are appropriate for the whole family, from 
infants up. Check out our website for our 
regularly updated listing.

See you in the theater! 

Music & Executive Director

“Without music, life would 
be a mistake.” 

- Friedrich Nietzsche

WELCOME TO OUR 2017 - 2018 SEASON
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SAT, DEC 2 • 2PM & 7PM
Tickets from $29
GulfCoastSymphony.org
Sponsored in part by:

Gulfshore Ballet and Gulf Coast Symphony perform Tchaikovsky’s holiday classic, The Nutcracker, featuring 
former Miami City Ballet principal dancers Mary Carmen Catoya and Renato Penteado. This two-act ballet 
is based on a story by E.T.A. Hoffmann that centers on a family’s Christmas Eve celebration. It is a great 
introduction to classical music and dance for children. Join us for the only Nutcracker in Lee County 
performed with live symphony orchestra!

Mary Carmen Catoya, Principal Guest Artist

Renato Penteado, Principal Guest Artist

Iliana Lopez & Franklin Gamero, Gulfshore Ballet Artistic Directors

Andrew M. Kurtz, Conductor



Celebrate the spirit of the season with this annual holiday tradition! The evening starts with strolling carolers 
and our MusicWorks! chamber ensemble performing in the lobby prior to the concert. The concert includes 
holiday favorites, Irish dancing, the lighting of the Menorah, and of course – a visit from Santa.

SUN, DEC 17 •  7PM 
Tickets from $29
GulfCoastSymphony.org
Sponsored in part by:Andrew M. Kurtz, Conductor

Jeffrey Faux, Conductor

Fort Myers Symphonic Mastersingers 

Mark Sanders
Kellyn Irish Dancers 
Lawrence Dermer
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SUN, JAN 7 •  7PM
Tickets from $29
GulfCoastSymphony.org
Sponsored in part by:
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As well as being a musician, author, and teacher, Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg is recognized and sought after 
as one of the world’s pre-eminent violinists performing today. Ms. Salerno-Sonnenberg opens our classical 
series, and will conduct while playing from the Concertmaster’s chair. The second half of the evening will 
feature Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 4, conducted by Maestro Kurtz. This tempestuous work mirrored the 
personal life of Tchaikovsky during its creation, and tackles the subjects of fate, jealously, sadness, and 
ultimately, happiness and celebration. 

Pärt, Fratres
Elgar, Larghetto from Serenade for Strings in E minor, Op. 20

Vivaldi, “Spring” & “Winter” from the Four Seasons
Tchaikovsky, Symphony No. 4

Passion, excitement, and innovation  
are hallmarks of internationally acclaimed  
violinist, Nadja Salerno -Sonnenberg

Drs. Peter & 
Eleanor Blitzer
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A program honoring the “First Lady of Song” with Capathia Jenkins, Aisha de Haas, and Metropolitan 
Opera star Harolyn Blackwell. Hear Ella’s hits from the Great American Songbook, including It Don’t 
Mean a Thing, If It Ain’t Got That Swing, How High the Moon, I Got Rhythm, and more! Many songs will 
be performed with the original Nelson Riddle and Billy May orchestrations.

SUN, JAN 21 •  7PM 
Tickets from $42
GulfCoastSymphony.org
Sponsored in part by:

Pre-Pops dinner at 5PM catered by Nick & Stella’s. Reservations required. Buy online at 
GulfCoastSymphony.org or call 239.277.1700. $35/person.
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SAT, FEB 24 • 7PM
SUN, FEB 25 • 2PM & 7PM
Tickets from $42
GulfCoastSymphony.org

The 75th anniversary of Rodgers & Hammerstein’s first collaboration! Curly, a cowboy, and Laurey, a farm 
girl, play out their love story in turn of the century Western Indian Territory. Although the road to true love 
never runs smooth, with these headstrong romantics holding the reins, the journey is as bumpy as a surrey 
ride down a country road. Gulf Coast Symphony and Broadway Palm Dinner Theater again collaborate to 
present this great American musical.

Pre-Pops dinners at 5PM catered by Nick & Stella’s (2/24) and Cohen & Cohen (2/25).  
Reservations required. Buy online at GulfCoastSymphony.org or call 239.277.1700. $35/person.



Part of a world-wide centennial celebration 
of music’s monarch, Leonard Bernstein.

SUN, MAR 11 •  7PM 
Tickets from $29
GulfCoastSymphony.org
Sponsored by:

A celebration of Leonard Bernstein, on the year of what would be his 100th birthday. Writing for small 
ensembles, symphony orchestras, Broadway, film and opera houses, this prolific artist projected a simple 
message of understanding and hope employing both complex and simple forms and styles - yet always 
sounding like “Bernstein.” Pieces will include selections from On The Town, West Side Story, On the 
Waterfront, Mass, Candide, Chichester Psalms, and more!
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Andrew M. Kurtz, Conductor

Gabriel Preisser, Baritone

Fort Myers Symphonic Mastersingers / Jeffrey Faux, Artistic Director
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SUN, MAR 25 •  7PM
Tickets from $42
GulfCoastSymphony.org
Sponsored by:

Chuck Bergstrom 

A journey back to rock and pop hits of the 70’s and 80’s featuring American Idol finalist LaKisha Jones with 
Broadway stars Dan Domenech and Morgan James. Hear music from rock and pop legends like Bruce 
Springsteen, Whitney Houston, Madonna, Michael Jackson, Queen, and many more!

Pre-Pops dinner at 5PM catered by Trattoria Mia. Reservations required. Buy online at 
GulfCoastSymphony.org or call 239.277.1700. $35/person. 
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This dynamic Tony-nominated sister duo proves they’re one singular sensation, singing showstoppers 
from West Side Story, Chicago, Funny Girl, Cats, Carousel, Wicked and more. We welcome the return of 
singer, pianist, composer, lyricist, arranger and actress, Ann Hampton Callaway, joined by Emmy Award-
winning actress, singer and recording artist, Liz Callaway.

 Pre-Pops dinner at 5PM, catered by Buon Appetito. Reservations required. Buy online at  
GulfCoastSymphony.org or call 239.277.1700. $35/person.  

SUN, APR 15 •  7PM
Tickets from $42
GulfCoastSymphony.org
Sponsored by:

Jacob Goldberger & 
Margarita Galmarini  
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SHE LIVED FOR ART. SHE DIED FOR LOVE.

SAT, MAY 12 • 7PM
Tickets from $29
GulfCoastSymphony.org

Tosca, the singer, and her artist lover Cavaradossi, conspire to conquer the malicious forces determined 
to wedge them apart. Moving through the shadows in Rome’s churches and castles, they plot to undo the 
wicked intentions of their nemesis, the lecherous police sergeant, Scarpia, in Puccini’s masterful love story, 
rich with captivating arias and orchestral drama.

Andrew M. Kurtz, Conductor

Jonathon Loy, Stage Director

David Gordon, Scenic Designer

Michael Pasquini, Lighting Designer
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29 
Lobby Activities 1PM  •  Concert 2PM
A not-so-spooky Halloween concert that’s sure to be fun for the whole 
family. At 1:00PM come dressed in costume for a costume contest, try 
the instruments of the orchestra in a Musical Discovery Zone, and enjoy 
safe trick-or-treating. Then at 2:00PM hear the orchestra perform a concert 
with music from the Harry Potter series & Halloween and movie favorites.

All Tickets $10, General Admission

SUNDAY, JUNE 10 
Lobby Activities 1PM  •  Concert 2PM
A performance of Prokofiev’s symphonic fairy tale for kids, Peter & The 
Wolf, and other animal themed music. At 1:00PM come dressed as your 
favorite animal, and try the instruments of the orchestra in a Musical 
Discovery Zone. Then at 2:00PM hear the orchestra perform a concert 
with music featuring animals. 

All Tickets $10, General Admission Sponsored 
in Part by:

Sponsored 
in Part by:



IN THE COMMUNITY
Interactive children’s activities, concerts on the beach, Symphony 
Storytimes, Musical Discovery Zones, Orchestra Explorer Series, and 20 
Days of Music, are just a few of the free community programs that allow 
the Gulf Coast Symphony to go far beyond the concert hall to unite our 
community through music! Presented with the help of our many community 
partners including the Golisano Children’s Museum of Naples, Lee County 
Library System, Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre, Lee Health, Community 
Cooperative, and Lee County Schools, among others. 

ORCHESTRA EXPLORER SERIES
This free, immersive education experience delves into the instrument 
families that comprise the orchestra. Each 1-hour event is geared for grades 
K-6, and combines age appropriate performances and Q&A sessions with 
hands-on opportunities for children to see, hear, touch, and play symphonic 
instruments. Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre Cabaret, 2PM on January 28 
(strings), February 11 (brass), and March 18 (woodwinds). 

New events are added throughout the year. For an up-to-date 
listing, visit GulfCoastSymphony.org/Community
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MusicWorks! is our free, daily orchestral music program at The Heights Center in Harlem Heights. Now in its 3rd year the program offers instruction on all 
instruments of the orchestra. MusicWorks! promotes positive social change through music, and empowers underserved youth to develop a strong sense of 
personal identity and community through musical literacy in an effort to empower each child to achieve their full potential.  This program is a partnership 
with the Heights Foundation, and is generously supported by the Southwest Florida Community Foundation, Schulze Foundation, D’Addario Foundation, 
the Bireley Family Foundation, and many generous individuals. 



ART IS INSTRUMENTAL ANNUAL GALA

Gateway Golf & Country Club  
Saturday, February 3, 5:30PM

Celebrate how “Art Is Instrumental” to our community. Join us for 
an evening of socializing, a multi-course gourmet dinner, open 
bar, live and silent auctions, and special cabaret performance of 
classic Broadway songs by Broadway star and Southwest Florida 
favorite, Doug LaBrecque. This charity event includes a special  
live auction that includes unique custom artwork created from musical 
instruments by renowned artists.

HONORING: 
The Southwest Florida Community Foundation 
Phillip Lefton, Gulf Coast Symphony, Founding Violinist

Tickets $150 
Table Sponsorships from $1,500

For more information, call 239.277.1700 
or visit GulfCoastSymphony.org

Four Freedoms Park
Sunday, April 8, 12-6PM  

Four Freedoms Park in Cape Coral comes alive with the premier culinary 
and cultural event of the season! Enjoy a wonderful afternoon of great 
tastes from some of the best restaurants Cape Coral has to offer, and 
a wide variety of beers, wine, and margaritas. A day of performances 
by local bands, ending with Symphony at Sunset performed by the 
Gulf Coast Symphony. This program is co-produced by the Gulf 
Coast Symphony and Cape Coral Chamber of Commerce Education 
Committee. All proceeds benefit scholarships and music education 
outreach activities within our community. 

For more information, 
visit TasteOfCapeCoral.com



GIVING 
Our mission is to bring the community together through music, and through 
contributions from generous members of our region, we are able to reach 
more people every year. Ticket sales cover only 38% of our operations, 
and gifts of all sizes are important and welcome. 

MAESTRO’S CIRCLE
Our Maestro’s Circle is a group of our most dedicated donors who commit to 
a $1,000 minimum pledge. Membership provides special benefits including 
admittance to the Members Lounge with private bartender, restrooms, and 
post-concert receptions, VIP parking, and access to purchasing Loge Box seats.

ANNUAL FUND 
Your contribution to our Annual Fund helps us succeed in promoting the 
arts in Southwest Florida, and providing music enrichment opportunities as 
a means of creating a life-long love of the arts.

ENDOWMENT FUND
To help ensure our longterm future, we established an Endowment Fund. 
Only the interest generated from the fund is used. Your gift will produce 
revenue for the Symphony that will last forever.

LEGACY GIFTS
Perhaps you will include the Gulf Coast Symphony in your Planned Giving 
arrangements. Your support of the arts can be in perpetuity through a 
legacy gift.

For more information about donating to the Gulf Coast Symphony, 
call 239.277.1700 or visit GulfCoastSymphony.org 

The Gulf Coast Symphony is a federally registered 501c(3) non-profit organization. All donations are tax deductible to 
the fullest extent permissible by law. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from 
the division of consumer services by calling toll-free within the state to 1-800-HELP-FLA. Registration does not imply 
endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state. Registration number CH10932. Federal Tax ID 65-0666748.

 
 VENUE INFORMATION 

All performances at the Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall at FSW unless otherwise noted. The Hall is 
located on the campus of Florida SouthWestern State College at 13350 FSW Parkway, Fort Myers, FL 33919. 

The Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall at FSW is accessible to all patrons. Accessible seating is located 
on the Orchestra level; all restrooms have accessible facilities; handicap parking is available, as well as a valet 
drop-off area at the theater entrance. Assisted listening devices are provided free of charge on the day of the 
performance, subject to availability and on request. The Gulf Coast Symphony provides Large Print programs 
for its concerts on request; call 239-277-1700 in advance, or visit the Gulf Coast Symphony table in the lobby 
on the day of a performance. 

13350 FSW Pkwy, Ft Myers, FL 33919

Box Office: 239.481.4849
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Gulf Coast Symphony Orchestra
P.O. Box 60878
Fort Myers, FL 33906

We are grateful for our many generous sponsors. 

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE 
Classical Access from $70
Symphonic Pops from $175

To subscribe, call 239.277.1700
Box Office: 239.481.4849

WE PLAY THE MUSIC  
YOU LOVE TO HEAR!

Dr. Jacob Goldberger &
Margarita Galmarini

Drs. Peter &  
Eleanor Blitzer
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